
MARCH 2020

MONTHLY MEETING
MARCH 9th

  

BROWN-HEADED
NUTHATCH RESEARCH AT

TALL TIMBERS
   

Join Jim Cox, from the Tall Timbers Research Station in
Tallahassee, Florida, who will talk with us about the on-
going studies of the Brown-headed Nuthatch which have

revealed some startlingly interesting information.

Social Hour: 6:30pm
Business Meeting: 7:00pm

Presentation: 7:30pm

First Congregational Church Fellowship Hall
2031 S. Euclid, Sarasota

  
********

CLICK -> MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAMS
*******

Pre-Monthly Meeting Dinner
All Members Welcome!

Gecko's Restaurant
1900 Hillview Ave

5:00pm
Contact Karen Jensen (karensarasota@yahoo.com)

2019-2020 
ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

The Sarasota Audubon Society Nature Center
Open daily 9:00am-1:00pm
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ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

  
CLICK FOR COMPLETE SCHEDULE 

           SAS ACTIVITIES
                      CLICK --> COMPLETE SCHEDULE

GUIDED WALKS
Our SAS guided walks are led by some of our most
knowledgeable and experienced birders. Come along with
us! Suggested donation for walks and tours: $2 members, $4
non-members. No reservations are necessary unless noted.     

CROWLEY NATURE CENTER 
FRIDAY, MARCH 6th
7:00am-10:00am. Meet at the park, 16405 Myakka Road ($3 park
fee). Several different habitats. Indigo Bintings, Eagles,
Redheaded woodpeckers, etc. Bring water & snack. Leader:
Sharon Wilcox swilcox@fastmail.fm

OLD MIAKKA PRESERVE
THURSDAY, MARCH 12th
7:30am. Meet at the SAS Nature Center. NO FACILITIES AT THE
PARK. Leader: Rick Greenspun birddoggie1@gmail.com 

VENICE ROOKERY
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18th
8:00am. Meet at McDonald's at Bee Ridge & Cattlemen to carpool.

Leader: Kathryn Young kathwren4@gmail.com

LONGBOAT KEY / LEFFIS KEY
TUESDAY, MARCH 24th
8:00am. Meet at Broadway Beach access north end of Long Beach
Key. Leader: Stu Wilson 512-897-8341

OSCAR SCHERER PARK WALKS
8:30am. Every Thursday, Nov 7-Mar 26: Meet inside park at Lake

Osprey/Nature Center (opens 8:00am, fee). On the 1st and 2nd

Thursday walks the leader is Peter Brown (508-2415541). On the

3rd, 4th and 5th Thursday walks the leader is Joyce Leary (508-

737-8954).

CELERY FIELDS WALKS
First Mondays - "PM Birding"
Mar 2. 3:00pm-5:00pm. Meet at the Nature Center. Leader: Margi

Haas mhaas@pipeline.com

Second Saturdays
Mar 14, Apr 11: 8-10am. Meet at Nature Center.
Leader: Peter Brown (508-241-5541)

Third Mondays
Mar 16: 8-10am:  Meet at Raymond Rd Boardwalk. Leader: Peter
Brown (508-241-5541)

Third Thursdays
March 19. 8:00am. Leader: SAS Survey Team

CONSERVATION NEWS 

BOBBY JONES GOLF COURSE
On February 18, 2020, the Sarasota City commission voted 3-2 to
go with Option III. This option was supported by the Conservation
Foundation of the Gulf Coast and Sarasota Audubon Society, as
well as many in attendance and the majority of surveyed
community citizens.

Here are some of the planned features:

1. Restore and upgrade 27 holes of golf (a reduction from the
current 45).

2. Increase the park's nature-based recreation to 130 acres
with created wetland (30 acres) and pine upland.

3. Expand the use of the park, including a playground, lawn
bowls and nature trails.

4. Store 1,620 metric tons of CO2 in the wetland, the equivalent
of preventing greenhouse gas omissions from burning 1.8
million pounds of coal per year.

5. Offer the potential to expand the Legacy Trail along Circus

Blvd to and through The Meadows and on to Benderson Park.

Read about this victory: CLICK-->Sarasota Herald-Tribune

Another win for the environment!

BEACH NESTING BIRD SEASON
The Beach Nesting Bird season is kicking off. Kylie Wilson,
Coordinator for Audubon Florida, will be at the March 9th Sarasota
Audubon general meeting to explain the program and to ask for
volunteers for help in protecting our birds on the beach.

Kylie has worked in Sarasota and Manatee Counties for several
years managing this program and is a super ambassador for
Audubon and for birds.

Please consider meeting with Kylie and volunteering a few hours
at our lovely beaches to help protect our nesting birds.

Contact Kylie:  CLICK ---> TO EMAIL

RENEW
YOUR ANNUAL SAS

MEMBERSHIP!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qab8Ip3ZNwSm5fMmkTrzAB0yg3JrXRsISQDSVybjFqVP_ALkKR9aV5vmZaOxkPFfaR7GNK3cagi9A65I41v-MmLSKiCbwMHJCQXcv3YgzSxSI0VPaC36vrcsITtC7Advg6RWXBAeWv-ANeBI8ruuyMl7s_XxUcIT4hl6qkamk1CRm70FBogsHxRBn2SpBCBKYdXNeR3A5vW6Um6Vv5vn6ubA7hauUjWUaVnZ3UpOce-J3sPnkW0yvLQM_iNGKs0w&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qab8Ip3ZNwSm5fMmkTrzAB0yg3JrXRsISQDSVybjFqVP_ALkKR9aV5vmZaOxkPFfaR7GNK3cagi9A65I41v-MmLSKiCbwMHJCQXcv3YgzSxSI0VPaC36vrcsITtC7Advg6RWXBAeWv-ANeBI8ruuyMl7s_XxUcIT4hl6qkamk1CRm70FBogsHxRBn2SpBCBKYdXNeR3A5vW6Um6Vv5vn6ubA7hauUjWUaVnZ3UpOce-J3sPnkW0yvLQM_iNGKs0w&c=&ch=
mailto:mhaas@pipeline.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qab8Ip3ZNwSm5fMmkTrzAB0yg3JrXRsISQDSVybjFqVP_ALkKR9aV7Vcy5kg8R9nP-yeAobWy9XGuvCT-PpDfVSagcy-WBDCQ1jYA-6SwG2MSwQ_rbISJG59wo9hvsGIVZAk5nAgjHZYHgidDpcndsneDPsOcPpoJc2efAGY00nBnNtDj9rkY5zoDWfrerxMn_DecWp67qSuANTk8xG8vDORYfsLLPIv5s9eJOqbsWY7xAdw_stwCpzLD3jftFchEBQE1EpkgvwsmUS5LrIxO-G2KpF6MV0LRbQDdKvKYNA=&c=&ch=
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March 19. 8:00am. Leader: SAS Survey Team
lynn234@verizon.net

Fourth Mondays
Mar 23. 9:00am- 11:00am. Leader is Joyce Leary (508-737-8954)

NATURE CENTER GARDEN TOURS
Fourth Saturdays
Mar 28, Apr 25, 9:30am-11:30am. With Master
Gardener Jan McLaughlin, enjoy our evolving subtropical
garden, designed to attract migratory & resident birds,
butterflies and moths.

CELERY FIELDS ACTIVITIES

CELERY FIELDS BOARDWALKS
At Palmer Blvd and Raymond Rd boardwalks, a SAS Celery Fields
Bird Naturalist is on duty every day, Nov 1-Apr 30 from 8:30am -
10:30am.   

CELERY FIELDS CLEANUPS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11th
Help keep Palmer blvd and our area trash free! Wednesdays at
9:00am: Mar 11 & Apr 15 

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION
SATURDAY, APRIL 4th
5:00pm-7:00pm, Nature Center. All SAS volunteers invited! 
volunteer@sarasotaaudubon.org

SPECIAL EVENTS

Monday, March 23, Tuesday, April 7: ROBERTS BAY
ROOKERY BOAT TOURS
1:00pm-3:00pm. REGISTER ONLINE.
Cost $30. Harma Nyhof - birdsrq@gmail.com

CLICK ---> REGISTER ONLINE

 

SAS CLASSES AND
WORKSHOPS

We are pleased to offer another season of educational and
inspiring classes and workshops.

WORKSHOPS

FLORIDA FOSSIL HUNTING

Saturday, March 7th

Click --> Join or Renew
Mail a check payable to: Sarasota Audubon Society
Address: SAS, 999 Center Road, Sarasota, FL 34240

Don't Know if You Renewed?
Contact:  membership@sarasotaaudubon.org 

mailto:lynn234@verizon.net
mailto:volunteer@sarasotaaudubon.org
mailto:birdsrq@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qab8Ip3ZNwSm5fMmkTrzAB0yg3JrXRsISQDSVybjFqVP_ALkKR9aV5vmZaOxkPFf0mnuT-TP_BQKneNsWXjOx5qzQUIvTd7XO3Z05i7-JR3gDpGK-t1vILT1JS7KyCT2LvvVjWsPUa164ANTV9OZzGUwGYrWuebCgR4qVB9PIzhv8ipjK--zOijnBVziBZZtumt242r7KyRMgNPhMFWNvYkmB9gwk6SR_BOg0oron5Q=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qab8Ip3ZNwSm5fMmkTrzAB0yg3JrXRsISQDSVybjFqVP_ALkKR9aV1h2oZHW5P-L7kThdNd2Q1c7zRM9UzOXdSWniu_VHtBJzRi3sjICituzIqEDmhSp1gN62ZcEzG4ROlSQdqonQ952fwFdu2b5S3hI2PlEHbYImYa0fqOQTf3WmaRDcwdORNsec81l6LOqSSW5P7iDwuc=&c=&ch=
mailto:membership@sarasotaaudubon.org


1:30pm
SAS Nature Center

Madelaine Verbeek will share the fun of fossil hunting in
Florida. Where to look, common fossils, regulations and
materials needed to become an amateur paleontologist.

Feel free to bring your own finds to ID and discuss.

No registration required.
Pay at the door - $5.00 donation

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS & SCHEDULE

CLASSES

EVERYTHING BIRDS

March 3, 10, 17 & 24

Field Trips: March 3, 10 & 17 are fields trips
from 8:00am-11:00am. Locations will be

announced to registered students

March 24 will be in the classroom at the SAS
Nature center meeting at 1:30pm

Kathryn Young and other experienced co-leaders will explore
birding in different habitats. This class with field trips will help

you advance your birding skills. 

Cost $40

Online Registration Required 
CLICK ---> CLASS REGISTRATION

Questions?
Contact: Kathryn Young kathwren4@gmail.com

TRIP REPORT

EAGLE NEST BUS TOURS

SAS will be participating in the
Earth Day Celebration the City of

Sarasota is hosting on Wednesday,
April 22 from 11:30-1:30pm at Five
Points Park in downtown Sarasota.
Volunteers are needed to help with

the SAS table. Openings are
available for 4 shifts from 11-2pm.

We'll be providing information
about birds and the importance of

habitat
 Interested? 

Email: volunteer@sarasotaaudbon.org

********************
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Photograph by Tim Smith

In early February Sarasota Audubon organized two Eagle Nest
Bus Tours, which were a great success. We once again enjoyed
the expertise of Dale Nauman, who has extensive knowledge of
the many Bald Eagle nests in Sarasota and Manatee counties.
The first trip on February 1st had to be postponed to the next
day due to heavy rain and wind, which, true to Florida form, had
moved through by the next day.

During both tours we were very lucky to have a beautiful day
out watching these majestic birds and their offspring. It is
remarkable how they have adapted to the ever increasing
development in Sarasota County. Many nests are now very close
to homes and busy roads.

Enclosed is a photo graciously shared by Tim Smith of Nokomis
Wildlife Images who was standing near us at one of the nests.
He had one of those amazing cameras with a very long lens. 

We do these trips every year. They are very popular and sell out
fast. The dates are published on our website in the Fall, so if
you would like to join us, please sign up online as soon as you
are able. 

Happy birding,
Harma Nyhof

 
According to the Yale Center for Climate Communication, 75% of
Americans are certain that climate change is happening, but less then half
of them are talking about it. 

The 2019 study goes on to say that in order for folks to do something
about climate change they need:

To understand the impact of a problem on individuals
To recognize that the problem will impact our local area
To recognize that the problem is a problem now, and not at some
far-away point in the future
To feel some level of positivity ('what can be gained, not what is
lost').

To that end, Sarasota Audubon is providing a series of Watershed &
Coastal Climate Walks led by our own Karen Willey, Nature Center
Manager and Climate Change Interpreter. These walks take place in area
parks and preserves and each one focuses on a different aspect of climate
change that we can see in the park. 

 
NATURE CENTER NATURALISTS

The SAS Nature Center is looking for daily
"Nature Center Naturalists" to answer

questions about the native gardens, bird
feeders, and the Purple Martin boxes. This is

an outdoor volunteer position.

INTERESTED??
Please contact:

Nature Center Manager, Karen Willey 
gardens@SarasotaAudubon.org

 
ALPHA BIRD BANDING CODES

 
Have you ever wondered what those 4-letter codes that identify birds for
scientific purposes mean? What a LAGU is, or a RUTU? 

If you'd like to find out....CLICK ---> BIRD BANDING CODES

CELERY FIELDS CLEANUP

 
Help keep the Celery Fields trash free

March 11th, 9:00am
Meet at the Nature Center

Contact Joanna Bear ( jbear0822@aol.com)

 

At The Nature Center
***********

GARDEN CLEAN-UP

  
Our February 9th garden clean-up event was a big

mailto:gardens@sarasotaaudubon.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qab8Ip3ZNwSm5fMmkTrzAB0yg3JrXRsISQDSVybjFqVP_ALkKR9aV7Vcy5kg8R9nnwyqXxi_bUOEBa09AcCvtlueLLclOda-0AxXoDiYAVpU9iLF1PlIn-4kx_DNXuNSHiYyQ52t25I81kUsTrz1LtfVjd0iS2xL7F4iANvsABlczZ3qlJTx1E5SIOVNi7KleigC5rQSDc_zLA8VbU1e8dhDbdWExzWb1DiHgZYnNhk=&c=&ch=
mailto:jbear0822@aol.com


change that we can see in the park. 

The cost is $10/person and you can learn more about each walk
and register here.

Walks are Fridays from 9:30-11:30 and are slow and easy with plenty of
stops for interpretation along the way. And the best part is, we end with a
discussion of what is happening to change the impacts of climate change
at the park, and specific ways we can help on a community level. When
we end with hope, things happen. Join us!

Karen Willey attended a Florida Audubon webinar for chapters to learn
more about climate change advocacy. Florida Audubon is willing to
support a training workshop in our area to learn how to be effective in
communicating with local governments to make change. Stay tuned for
more information as we move forward with this training in the Fall of
2020.

Karen Willey, SAS Nature Center Manager

Help support our Sarasota Audubon Society
when you shop at Amazon:

CLICK FOR DETAILS

Birding Hot Spots Sarasota/Manatee Counties
Can be purchased for just $6.00 at the Nature Center,
monthly meetings and field trips or $8.50 by mail. Send a
check to: SAS, PO Box 52132, Sarasota, Fl 34232-0337. Hot
Spots is also available at Environeers, Book Store 1, Selby
Gardens, Historic Spanish Point, Oscar Scherer State Park and
Myakka River State Park. 

The Sarasota Audubon Society is pleased to include this
interactive component to our newly redesigned web site. It is
called "Favorite Local Birding Hot Spots." These Hot Spots in
Sarasota and Manatee Counties were selected because of the

substantial number of bird species counted at the site and because
they are located within approximately 30 minutes from downtown

Sarasota.

CLICK --> SAS WEB SITE

Birds of Paradise Needs Our Help

CLICK FOR ----> UPDATE
 

For more information contact:
Debbie Huckaby, Executive Director

727-366-9997 .... http://birdsofparadise.org/index.html

SARASOTA AUDUBON NATURE CENTER
COMMEMORATIVE BRICKS

success. We had 12 Master Gardeners provide 30 hours of
volunteer time mostly in our butterfly garden, 13 teens
and 5 adults from Temple Emanuel provided 27 hours
putting pine straw on our pathways and mulching, a

mother and son team gave 4 hours. That's 61 hours of
community help! 

A heartfelt THANK YOU to all our wonderful garden
cleanup volunteers!

OTHER HAPPENINGS....

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qab8Ip3ZNwSm5fMmkTrzAB0yg3JrXRsISQDSVybjFqVP_ALkKR9aV0t5vkcdBCf0YynG1R9Few92Yq6UTRxL3hjx6DvTqLrIJkFTQWoW6iSjEqFUjNgi5AcQHbIeQ--sH8uXEJE_wX3CSTXfETKZMXQrYQB1W4PFLD6Bfg6wr1o=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qab8Ip3ZNwSm5fMmkTrzAB0yg3JrXRsISQDSVybjFqVP_ALkKR9aVyPt8odbYZX4aFfhetpblDiRHktK5paAlD3inyBjWgpWT2D1bIspD8Vj4SIQzMii_-lmhWaQjG_2AA0vRTI9LXGoImaCv4GrURo5Aie7vLF3xLC3lDIjSpxhNXPerkUhrm1acex0y-CYXxO6mYZtrdrzzPrzYJSUQHnrZsqG0zpUzqH18qVAe1c=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qab8Ip3ZNwSm5fMmkTrzAB0yg3JrXRsISQDSVybjFqVP_ALkKR9aVyPt8odbYZX4aFfhetpblDiRHktK5paAlD3inyBjWgpWT2D1bIspD8Vj4SIQzMii_-lmhWaQjG_2AA0vRTI9LXGoImaCv4GrURo5Aie7vLF3xLC3lDIjSpxhNXPerkUhrm1acex0y-CYXxO6mYZtrdrzzPrzYJSUQHnrZsqG0zpUzqH18qVAe1c=&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qab8Ip3ZNwSm5fMmkTrzAB0yg3JrXRsISQDSVybjFqVP_ALkKR9aV5vmZaOxkPFfV1SFZ4fr_U7wGrG2o1sX2WwU9Gw_uJoCNYPHQ5eXjn6ZD8ATvGHzDr4bNWwHXEacY5IL-e5bGG6-AnXSP6MNr-xxHLk4QbKZ4RA-PXCjBqss7JIUZ0v1fk4wQ6kCj0sO&c=&ch=


CLICK TO ORDER -----> BRICK ORDER FORM 

BECOME A SPOONBILL CLUB MEMBER

 
If you have named Sarasota Audubon in your will or beneficiary in any

way, you are eligible to become a member of our legacy group,

The Spoonbill Club
                             CLICK TO FIND OUT MORE

Subscribe to SRQ Bird Alerts!
Need the latest birding info for our area?  

To subscribe: Click here to send an email.  
Thanks to  Peter Rice for providing this service.

Sarasota County Butterfly Club

Sarasota County Butterfly Club Programs are open to the public and are
held most 4th Thursdays of each month Sept-May.
Visit www.sarasotabutterfly.com to learn more!

Kite Tales
The monthly newsletter of the

Great Florida Birding & Wildlife Trail
CLICK ---> SUBSCRIBE

Since 1970, bird populations in the U.S. and Canada have declined by 29%, or
almost 3 billion birds, signaling a widespread ecological crisis. The results show

tremendous losses across diverse groups of birds and habitats - from iconic
songsters such as meadowlarks to long-distance migrants such as swallows and

backyard birds including sparrows.

Learn more about the 3 Billion Birds campaign and Seven Simple Actions to Help
Birds. 

CLICK ---> SMITHSONIAN MIGRATORY BIRD CENTER

 

NOTES FROM THE BIRD RECORDER
February 2019 Notable Sightings

Bay Street Park

Broad-winged Hawk
Magnolia Warbler

Celery Fields

Blue Grosbeak
Bronzed Cowbird
Cape May Warbler (Edgar Dr)
Least Flycatcher

Painted Bunting
Purple Martins (nesting)
Western Kingbird
White-crowned Sparrow
Yellow-headed Blackbird

Costco Pond, Sarasota Square Mall

Clay-colored Sparrow

Italian-American Club, Venice

Lark Sparrow (also State College, North Port)

Myakka River State Park

Barn Swallow (also Crowley Nature Center)
Lincoln's Sparrow
Snow Goose
Solitary Sandpiper
Swallow-tailed Kite
White-throated Sparrow

Oscar Scherer State Park

Bachman's Sparrow
Florida Scrub Jay (also Shamrock Park, Lemon Bay Park)
Swallow-tailed Kite

Oaks Clubhouse

Blue Grosbeak
Broad-winged Hawk
Greater Scaup

Pinecraft Park

Black-throated Green Warbler
Hermit Thrush
Magnolia Warbler
Purple Martins (nesting)
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Swainson's Thrush

Siesta Beach

Burrowing Owl
California Gull
Common Tern
Great Black-backed Gull

Black-throated Blue Warbler and Summer Tanager seen on private
property

Claire Herzog 
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